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FACTUAL &ACTION TAKEN REPORT

Ref: Factual &Action taken.report in compliance to the order of Hon'ble NGT
order dated 05/1212023 in the matter of OA 17212023 (CZ\ Suo Moto Action on
the News Paper Article Published in Dainik Bhaskar Daily, Dated 20.11.2023
regarding illegal cutting of Trees after Sprinkling Chemicals for Making the
Trees Dead in the Nearby Area Of Katiysot Dam, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

Hon'bfe NGT issued following insffuctions on dated 0511212023 in the matter of
OA 172/2023 (CZ) Suo Moto Action on the News Paper Article Published in Dainik
Bhaskar Daily, Dated 20.11.2023 regarding illegal cutting of Trees after Sprinkling
Chemicals for Making the Trees Dead in the Nearby Area Of Kaliysot Dam, Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh:-

"7. We deem it just and proper to call a report on the matter in issue in present
Original Application, from a Joint Committee consisting of:-

i. DFO Bhopal
ii. One representativcfrom the State Pollution Control Board, M.P.

8. The Committee is directed to yisit the plqce and submit the factual and action
tqken report within:four weeks. The State PCB will be the nodal agency Jbr
coordination and logistic support. "

ln compliance to the order, Joint Committee consisting ofthe following officials of
the concemed department is constituted:-

(i) Shri A. K. Bisen, Executive Engineer, Regional Office, MPPCB
Bhopal. Representative of M.P. Pollution Control Board, Bhopal

(ii) Shri D.S. Puriya, SDO, Bhopal Representative ofDFO, Bhopal

Joint Committee conducted a site visit on dated 03/01/2024 During inspection,
Director Dr Prajesh Agarwal, Professors Mahendra Singhai, & other Professors, Institute
for Excellence in Higher Education, Bhopal and Yogendra Chouhan Ranger Paryawaran
Vaniki, Forest Department Kaliyasot Region, Bhopal were also present. The Institute lor
Excellence in Higher Education, Bhopal is located near Kaliyasot Dam Kolar Road,
Bhopal. The Geographical location and photographs and visual observations were
recorded. The photographs and Google map are enclosed as Annexure- 1.
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Field Observation:

During inspection, Joint Committee visited the site and observed some points.

Basic details ofthe sites visited during inspection are as follow: -

The institute of Excellence in Higher Education is a Govemment Collage working

under the department of Higher Education Govt. of M.P. It was established in the

year 1995, And it offers various under Graduate Post Graduate and Phd Programs.

Now it is Autonomous Body, Premises of institute spread over 28 acre land out ol
which the construction is only around six acres land and the reste ofthe land area

has lbrest cover, there are Thousands ofTrees in the premises.

The Joint committee inquired with Director of institute Dr. Prajesh Agrawal about

News item published in DB Star (Danik Bhaskar) Daily on 20th November 2023

related to cutting of Trees &killing of trees using chemical. Dr. Agrawal provided

written statements with supporting documents including investigation repon of

Committee of Professors of institute in this matter and also action taken bv institute

for plantation Annexure-2,

Director ol institute constituted a Committee of Professors of the institute to
submit investigation report regarding news item published on 20.11.2023.
Annexure-3. The Committee investigation preliminary report dated 20.11.2023

and final report daled 25.I|.2023 dpnexure-4. The committee has denied any
unlawful event on the said date 20.11.2023. Another committee of Prolessors of
Chemistry and Biotechnology Department of institute also submitted a

investigation report related to killing of trees using chemicals/pesticide
Annexure-5. This Committee of Botany and Chemistry department reported that
there were no evidence of poring of any harmful chemical on the trees for making
them to die.

During inspection Management ollnstitute provided copy ofNew Published in DB
Star (Danik Bhaskar) Daily very next day that is on 2l November 2023.

Annexure 6 and highlighted elforts of The Institute of Excellence in Higher
Education toword plantation.

2.

l.

l.

4.

5. Joint committee found no cutting ofgreen trees in the premises and a stump ofold

drv tree found in the oremises.
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6.

7.

8.

Joint committee noticed that on regular basis Institute is pursuing to keep campus

Clean & Green.

On the basis of observations & documents provided by the Management of Govt.

institute of Excellence in Higher Education reports of cutting trees & Killing of

trees using chemicals in news item dated20.11.2023 appears incorrect.

The matter reported in this petition is not related with MPPCB, Bhopal were as

issue of cutting tree in non forest land is also not related with forest department

Bhopal. The reported site is in jurisdiction of Bhopal Municipal Corporation

Bhopal.

Recommendations:-

1. Institute Management shall undertaken trimmings of trees only after obtaining
necessary permission lrom Bhopal Municipal corporation on regular basis.

2. CC TY cameras or Entry Exit of Vehicles shall be recorded fo9-qafety & vigil of
premlses.

A.K. Bisen
Executive Engineer

MPPCB,Bhopal

athak, DFO
Bhopal

Bhopal

S. Puriya, SDO
Paryavaran Vaniki
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In$tilute for lxccllenGe in fligner:ducf,li0n, llo0al
coleoe wirh Potentia fortxcellence Staius Conterred by IJGC

To,

Office -- Ka iia sot Da m, Kola r Road, Bho pal' 16 Tele: (0755) 2492433,2492460, F axl1755)2492492
E mail: iehebhopal@mp.Cov.in, Websit€: www.iehe.ac.ir

No: rRf5{ii309ol23-24 Bhopal; Dated: 03.01.2024

The Joint lnspectin Committee,
suo Motu Action by Hon'ble NGT

trt)- ! | zI zuz) \L.L-l)
BHO PAL

Subject; Report about the incidence reported by DB Star on 20.11.2023 (Suo

Motu Action by Hon'ble NGT No: 172/2023 (C.2.\)

It is humbly submjtted that the newspaper DB Star published a news on

20J-7.2023 related to sprinkling of some chemical and cutting the so-called

dried trees in the area of Kalisasot Dam alongwith a mention of cutting such a

tree inside the campus of the institute and its iliegal shifting outside the campus

by an outsider vehicle at around 8 AM on Sunday; 79.77.2023 based on the
statement of some external passerby (Annexure-1). Hon'ble National Green

Tribunal has taken the Suo Motu cognizance of this newspapef report and

initiated a case No: 17212023 {C.2.}whose notice was received in the institute
on 26.12.2023. The Government of vi.c. through District Magistrate, Bhopal;

Commissioner, BMC; MP Polluticn Control Boardj DFO, Bhopal; Director, IEHE,

Bhopal and Mr. Sunder Lal Dagoria, Owner of the Vehicle no. MP 38 TA 0114

have been listed as the respondents in this matter.

Kindly note that the Instiiute for Excllence in Higher Education (IEHE),

Bhopal is a Government College working under the Department of Higher

Education, Govt. of M.P. lt was established in 1995 and it offers programs like

B.Sc.,8.A., B.Com., B.B.A., B.P.E.S., M.A., lvl.Sc., M.Com. and various Ph.D.

programs. The instute has a land of 28.9 Acre out of which the construction is

only on around 6 Acres and rest of the land area has forest. There are thousands

of trees in the premlses and a regular plantation is also going on by the staff and

students of the institute. ,t has a lush green campus and is well known for its
flaura and fauna.
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I

The brief of this case and the actions taken by the institute are as follows;

A callwas receivedbythe Directorat around 2.30 PM on L9.11.2023 by a

DB Star correspondent regarding the above-mentioned incidence. On

receiving such an information, I myse:f and the Head Clerk immediaterv
reached to the institute and enquired about the incidence with the
proprietor of Security Agency (an outsource agency) Security Supervisor,

Security Guards and other employees present in the institute at that time.
The actualsituation ofthe campus and the matterwas d:scussed with the
correspondent but he informed that the news had already been sent 10r

publication. On explainlng the real matter and after having listened about
the efforts being made by the institute in the area of environment
conservation DB Star again published a news on 21.11.2023 abour
institutional Harit Vasundhra Programme and plantation drive taken up

by the staff and students. (Annexure-2)

As per the initial statements given by the Security Supervisor, Security

Guards and other amployees present in the institute there was an old and
already dried tree of Subabul in the students parking ofthe campus whose
dried branches and other remains were falling on the student's vehicles

as reported by the students to them. A bigger portion of this dried tree
fell down on the parking road which could be a cause of damage to
students' vehicles or some kind of accident.

As per the information given by the security supervisor the pre-exam

preparation was going on in the'campus and guards as ther€ was Diwali
vacation in the institute from 11.L1.2023 to 16.11.2023 and Semester

exams were beginning from 20.11.2023, and hencg a cleaning of students
parking was also going on. ln the continuation of this process the already

dried and fallen branches of this dried tree were being shifted by them. tt
is worth mentioning here that the tree was not cut and a sizeable lower
part of the tree is still visible. This wood was to be removed from parking
premises as it was blocking the road, so they were trying to shift it to a

secure place in the campus itself. Students staying in the hostels were
reaching the institute as they had the examinations from the verv next
day. The guards and other employees requested a vehicle which came to
the campus to drop the stud€nts for carrying these woods and help in
shifting them to a place near guards' cabin. At that time, an outsider

2.
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5.

3.

6.

person, reported as Mr. Anil Sahu by DB Star entered the premises and

took objection. He took the pictures without understanding the reality

and it seems he reported DB Star about it.

At the initial inspection on 79.1I.2023 it was found that the cleaning and

maintenance work was really being done by the employees on 19.11.2023

and no wood was taken out from the campus as reported by the security

supervisor and guards. The director spoke to the proprietor of outsource

agency and instructed him to look into the matter immediatelV and report
0acK.

A four {4) member committee was constituted on very next day i.e.,

Monday; 20.11.2023 by the director to minutely investigate the incidence

and recommend the actions to be taken in this matter. The incharge

professor of outsource agency, convenor of discipline committee,

administrative officer and head clerk were nominated as the members of
this committee. {Annexure-3).

A letter was given to the proprietor of the outsource agency as

recommended by the institutional investigating committee on 20.71.2023

to investigate the matter at his end and he was asked to lodge an F.l.R.

incase some outsider vehicle entered the premises with an intention of
any theft or illegal transportation of the wood outside the campus.

{Annexure-4i

A reply was submitted by the proprietor of the outsource agency on

22.01.2023 after dttailed inquiry with their employees. As per there reply

as the institute was reopening from 20.17.2023, the cleaning was going

on in the campus and hence, a cleaning of students parking was also going

on. In the continuation of this process the dried and fallen branches of
this dried tree were being shifted by them. This wood was to be removed

from parking premises as it was blocking the road so they were trying to
shift it to a secure place in the campus itself. Students staying in the
hostels were reaching the institute as they had the examinations from the
very next day. The guards and other employees requested a vehicle which

came to the campus to drop the students for carrying these woods and

help in shifting them near the guards' cabin. lt was not the matter of
cutting any tree or sprinkling of any harmful chemical or illegal

transportation of the wood according to him. (An nexure-5)

The four-member institutional instigating committee of the institute

submitted their f,rst report on 20.11.2023 and the final report on
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25.rr.2023. They llso ruled out the happening of any illegal activitres on
19.1,1.2023. They declared the news published in DB Star false, baseless

and factless. This committee found that the supervisor of security agency,

2 security guards and one more outsource employee had confirmed the
series of events mentioned in about point number 7 and denied of any

unlawful event on the said date. (Annexure-6 and 7)

7. lt isworth mentioning that the employees working inthe girls'as well as

boys' hostel also confirmed the return of students on 19.11.2023 in the
institute. Proprietor of the Outsource Security agency also produced a

written statement of the driver of reported external vehicle. He wrote
that he came to drop the students in the campus and was about to shift
the wood from parking to the other place in the institute as requested by

the employees. (Annexure-5)

8. The investigating gommittee of the institute expected a report from the
professors of Botany and Chemistry that whether there were any primary

evidences of poring of any harmful chemical on trees for making them to
die. The committee of Botany and Chemistry gave a report that there
were no any such acts visible in the campus. (Annexure-8)

9. Kindly note that the institute never promotes cutting of any trees. Only

the .emains of trees naturally fallen on the track or parking or campus

roads are shifted aside to keep the track clean and safe. lt is also worth
mentioning that there are hundreds of naturally grown Subabul trees in
the campus and some of them are dangerously inclined and leaning.

There have been incidence(s) ofjighting tiger in the campus and officers

of forest department had verbally advised of removing the grass and

bushes from the campus so that tiger can be spotted in case it enters the
campus.

1o.Please also make g note of the fact that there are many dried and about
to falltrees on the approach main road ofthe institute. Some ofsuch rrees
fall and the concerned officials/workers remove them from the road to
keep the track clean. Similar process was being followed by the outsource

emplovees of the institute on 19.11.2023. Still some dried trees can be

spotted in the campus which need to be taken care of. Bhopal municipal

Corporation is requested for the trimming of dangerously inclined green

trees keeping the safety of students and staff in mind.

11.lt is noteworthy that the institute has started a flagship programme called

Harit Vasundhara from September, 2023 to promote environment
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conservation and development of greenery in the campus. The students,
staff and employees of the institute plant the saplings in the campus on

their birthdays or other memorable days. Institute keeps on procuring the
plants from Government Nurseries and other sources for enhancing the
greenery inside thA campus. (Annexure-9)

l2.Various locations of the institute have been identified and allotted to
different departments for plantation by their staff and students.
(Annexure-L0)

13.More than 500 saplings have been planted under this programme 'Harit
Vasundhara' and it is still continuing. Plants of big trees like Mango, Neem,

Peepal, Guava, Amla, Kathal, Kachnar, Khet Seetafal, Saptparni, palash,

Sindur, Amaltas, Popeye, Jamun, Rudraksh, Haldu, Maulshree, etc. and
small plants like Sadabahar, Marigold, Rose, jasond, Mogra, Tulsi,

Chandni, kaner, Chameli and crotons, etc have been planted under this
programme. {Annexure-11)

14.The institute has also developed an Amrit Vatika under the programme

'Meri Mati Mera Desh'. This Vatika was inspected and appreciated by the
Secretary of Ministry of Youth Affairs of Central government. (Annexure-

12)

L5. Kind ly note that such news are genera lly printed in DB Star verV often. The
present cas€ initiated by Hon'ble NGT is based on the news which is about
the said events of pouring of harmful chemical on tr€es and cutting of
dried tress. This news is NOT ONfY about such activities inside the
campus.

I would like to mention that there are around 4000 students and staff in the
campus. Stud€nts and staff of the institute keep on planting trees on one or the
other occasions. lt is sometimes essentialto remove the fallen trees from roads

for safe movement of vehicles and mankind. Out of a very large number of trees
ofthe campus some fall due to storm or heavy rain or due to natural aging. The

institute has always been working sincerely for the environment conservation.
A green audit was carried out in March,2023 which reported the presence of
around 144 sp€cies of plants/trees in the campus. (Annexure-!.3)

Above facts are based on the reports given by the institutional investlgating

committee, employees and proprietor ofthe security agency. lmmediate actions
were taken by the officials of the ins:itute in this matter. No any illegal activities
were reported by any official or employee. lt is my humble plea to please dispose

13



c
t off the matter and let the institute keep moving ahead on its journey towards

environment conservation and upliftment of greenery.

..--:,,4;.---
Dr. Pragyesh Kumar Agrawal
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